
  

 
St Bernard’s School Newsletter 

19 October 2020 Term 4, Week 2 

Upcoming Events 

 

October 

19 - Swimming Lessons 

20 - RNZB Ballet Workshops 

22 -Thom Adams, Vic Uni, Science 

26 - Labour Day 

  

November 

02 - Swimming 

03 - Central Zone Athletics 

05 - RNZB Ballet Matinee 

09 - Swimming 

13 - Capital E Yrs 5-8 

16 - Swimming 

26 - Teacher Only Day 

 

 

 

2020 Term Dates 

Term 4: Mon 12 Oct – Wed 16 Dec 

 

2021 Term Dates 
Term 1 Thurs 4 Feb - Fri 16 Apr 

Term 2 Mon 3 May - Friday 9 July 

Term 3 Mon 26 Jul - Fri 01 Oct 

Term 4 Mon 18 Oct - Thurs 16 Dec 

 

 

Contact Us 

Office@stbernards.school.nz 

www.stbernards.school.nz 

Ph: 04 3899 377 

 

Principals Message 

 

I had a great day in Room 2 on Friday and was reminded of how often we can learn with 

and from the children.  

 

We watched a video about jellyfish- did you know that they use the same opening for food 

to enter their bodies as for waste to exit! 

Logan taught me that the reason we shouldn’t drink sea water was that the salt damages the 

part of our body that helps us filter toxins.  

Sam suggested that maybe jellyfish don’t need hearts because they have no blood to pump 

around.  

 

Your children are amazing and such a pleasure to work with. Maybe instead of asking what 

they have learnt at school each day you could rephrase it as ‘teach me something’. 

Lisa 

 

 

 

 

Faith 

 

Wednesday Mass 
Please come and join Room 2 along with members of our parish to celebrate Mass in room 

3 at 9am this Wednesday 21 October. 

 

A World Without Borders 
On 3 October, Pope Francis went to Assisi to gift his latest encyclical (letter to the world) 

on Fraternity and Social Friendship. The encyclical is titled 'Fratelli Tutti'. 

In signing the encyclical at the tomb of Saint Francis of Assisi, Pope Francis recognised 

this saint as a model of 'fraternal love, simplicity and joy'.  We recognise that Pope Francis 

is equally a model of the same and he is inspiring the world through action and word. 

I know that I will come to quote this encyclical often because it sits firmly at the heart of 

what our Catholic schools are called to be; places where we learn what it is to live the 

Gospel message in our daily lives.  This encyclical encourages us to 'brotherhood and 

sisterhood’' with one and other.   

Cardinal John has recently encouraged us to read the encyclical, recognising that it is an 

invitation for everyone to broaden their perspective and to view a “world without borders” 

and to view every single person on the planet, and yes, the planet itself, as brother and 

sister. In particular, he pleads on behalf of the world’s poor on the margins of society, as 

well as the handicapped, the infirm and the elderly who often live on the margins but who 

ought to be at the centre." 
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School News 

 

Calendar Art 

At the end of last term the children all completed a piece of art work that can be used to create calendars $12, diaries 

$16, mousepads $14, cards $12.50 and sketch pads $14. These make great Christmas presents. Order forms were sent 

home last Monday, spares are available from the school office. If you wish to take another look at their artwork, please 

see Katrina in the school office.   Orders must be placed by next Tuesday morning October 27.  

 

 

Athletics 

Room 2 and 4 have started training for 

athletics. Each Thursday the children should 

come to school dressed in their sports gear.  

 

 

 

Swimming Lessons 

All children will be taking part in our 

swimming programme this term. Lessons will be on a Monday. Children will travel by bus to the Kilbirnie Aquatic 

Centre. The bus will leave school at 10.30am. Lessons will be from 11 – 12pm. Parents and caregivers of younger 

children are welcome to join us at the pool and assist with changing.  

Please ensue all items of your child's clothing and footwear are clearly named. Children must remove all their 

belongings from the changing rooms during lessons, check  that the bag your child will take to swimming is large 

enough for them to fit all their clothes and footwear into while they are swimming. 

Children are to wear their PE Uniforms to school on Mondays for swimming. 

      

                         

Cultural Group  
Using money raised in this, and previous years' Easter raffles, we have designed and had 

produced cultural group uniforms that the children can wear when performing at kapa haka 

or other cultural events.  

The design on the shirts reflects who we are as a community. It features: 

*the Mercy Cross to represent the charism of our founders the Mercy Sisters 

*a koru to reflect the bi-cultural nature of New Zealand 

*a frangipani flower to represent the Pacific 

*a candle to represent St Bernard who is the patron saint of candlemakers 

*a kawakawa plant to represent Suzanne Aubert who used native plants in her medicines. 

 

Schooldocs 
We have recently signed up with a website called Schooldocs which will now host all our school policies. Each term 

policies will come up for review. Sometimes there will be a chance for the school community to add comment to 

reviews. I will let you know when this is the case. In the meantime feel free to logon.  

username: stbernards   password: taft 

 

Magazines 
We have a group of children in school who have an interest in vehicles. If anyone has car/boat/truck magazines at 

home that they would like to donate to the school that would be wonderful 

 

Road Patrol 

Road patrol will resume after school each day from October 19th. Please use the crossing yourselves as a model for the 

children. 

 

Screens 
We have 4 computer screens that are free to good home. If you are interested please see Katrina.  

 

Thursday Hot Lunches 
This week will be serving Fish Fingers, 5 fish fingers for $2. 

Please let Katrina know if you would like extras. Orders are to be in at the office by Wednesday morning.  



 

Sun Hats Term 4 
A reminder we are a sun smart school, so all children must have a school sunhat at school each day in 

Terms 4 regardless of the weather.  

 

Brooklyn Library Visits 
This term we will resume our twice termly visits to Brooklyn Library. If your child wishes to borrow a book during the 

visit they need to bring their personal library card with them. We will return books on the next visit if they are brought 

back in time. Books not brought on the day of the visit will need to be returned by yourselves. If you would like to 

leave your child's card in the classroom between visits then teachers will find a safe place to keep them.  

Room 1:       20 October   Room 2:       27 October  Room 4:       03 November 

                     17 November                          24 November          01 December 

 

 

Class Programmes 

 
Room 1 
Room one practiced 'Drop, Cover, Hold' in the national 

earthquake drill last week. We used the lyrics from the poem 

Turtle Safe to remind us to "get under a table and hold on tight 

and everything will be alright". If outside, "crouch on the ground 

and cover your head, just like a turtle tucked up in bed". We were 

able to all do this action in just a few seconds of an earthquake 

warning. It is a good feeling to feel prepared for a possible 

earthquake at school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Room 2 

Room 2 learnt about ways that we can conserve water. They displayed these on raindrops 

falling from clouds, each with their own personality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green Team 

On Friday I joined a couple of our Green Team members as they emptied class compost 

buckets. This is not a pleasant job but they did it with lots of enthusiasm and a smile. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Room 4 
On Thursday our Year 6 students visited Brooklyn Kids pre-school. They spent time reading to and playing with the 

children at the centre. Everyone had such a great time that at the end the little children blocked the door to stop them 

from leaving. Mr Small was very impressed with the natural way our students talked to the children and the respectful 

way they behaved. This activity will be happening every three weeks as a chance to make connections with the 

community and give our students a chance to give their time to others.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our inquiry this term is Healthy Minds and bodies with a focus in 

Room 4 on body parts and systems. Last week the children made 

origami hearts and inflatable lungs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 dates 
Below are our school term dates for 2021. Dates are also given for teacher only days. 

 

Term Dates No half days notes 

1 4th February – 16th April 96 Closed: 8th Feb (Waitangi Day),  

2nd April (Good Friday), 5th and 6th April 

(Easter Monday and Tuesday) 

Teacher Only Day: 1st April 

2 3rd May – 9th July 98 Closed: 7th June (Queen’s Birthday) 

Teacher Only Day: 4th June, 25th June 

3 26th July – 1st October 100  

4 18th October – 16th December  86 Closed: 25th October (Labour Day) 

 
 


