
  

 
St Bernard’s School Newsletter 

10 December 2019 Term 4, Week 9  

Important Dates 
 

December 

09 - Teachers Only Day 

11 - Leavers Mass -9am 

12 - Nativity Play 6pm 

18 - Term 4 Finishes 12.30pm 

February 

04 - Term 1 begins 9am 

 

 

 

 

2020 Term Dates 
 

Term 1 

Tues 4 Feb – Thurs 9 April 

Term 2 

Tues 28 Apr – Thurs 2 July 

Term 3 

Mon 20 Jul – Fri 25 Sept 

Term 4 

Mon 12 Oct – Wed 16 Dec 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Contact Us 

Office@stbernards.school.nz 

www.stbernards.school.nz 

Ph: 04 3899 377 

 

Principals Message 
 
Tena Koutou everyone, 

 
The end of the year is upon us and this will be the last newsletter of the year and my last 

newsletter at St Bernard’s.  

 

As you know I am leaving when school finishes. I leave with a wealth of knowledge I will 

always treasure. Working at St Bernard’s has been a fantastic learning experience, and I am 

thankful for the skills I've acquired. I feel as if being here with you all each day has made 

me a more complete and well-rounded person. I've learned how to take direction, criticism, 

and compliments. These are three things I wasn't so great at taking before and now I feel as 

though I can apply that in many different situations. I've also learned to be open-minded, to 

value other people's opinions. (This is especially true of the children) and to consider other 

ideas along with mine, to end up with a great final result. The years seems to have flown 

past and I would like to thank all the teachers, support staff, parents and Board of Trustees 

for their support over the years.  

 

Our students this year have been involved in activities which have challenged them 

spiritually, socially, physically and academically. They have fully embedded the Gospel 

values in all of their activities they have been involved in. 

We have had a core group of senior leaders who have shown initiative and good amount of 

responsibility. I would like to thank the Year Eights who are leaving, Marianna, Monique, 

Jayden, Otis and Angela we wish them well for the future at college. At this week’s senior 

leaving dinner we will recognise the student’s achievements in many areas of school life. 

It is important that our children graduate from our school with a range of interests beyond 

the classroom that will stay with them for the rest of their lives. This will establish strong 

personal values and characteristics that will ensure that they continue to strive for the best 

outcome possible whilst making a positive impact on the world around them. 

 

I would like to thank everyone for the confidence they place in the staff. Your support 

enables our school to successfully educate, value and inspire our students. 

I would like to say farewell to those families who are leaving our wonderful school and 

wish you every success on your road ahead. To our faithful community I know you will be 

in very good hands with Lisa taking over the reins, she is professional, collegial and 

passionate about St Bernard’s. May the school continue grow, learn and flourish and 

everyone have a wonderful Christmas and new year. 

 

 

Staffing for next year 

As you know Lisa Small will be principal next year. This has left a position in her class. 

The position also entails a senior management component. This component consists of 

Associate Principal and Director of Religious Studies. For a small school this requires a 

large work load and to fill the position you have to be Catholic as well as an experienced 

Catholic school teacher. We have advertised the position however there were no suitable 

applicants. We will advertise the position again early next year for a possible start in Term 

2. Meanwhile we will fill the position with someone for Term 1 only. This is normal 

practice in most if not every school in the country when a suitable applicant is not found.  

mailto:Office@stbernards.school.nz
http://www.stbernards.school.nz/


I would like to reassure you this is currently the best option for the school and we will find an experienced junior 

teacher in the near future. In regard to the other two classes for next year they will remain the same. 

Room 2 will have Mr Forster as their teacher 

Room 4 will have Mr Small as their teacher. 

 

 

Faith 

 

Faith Facts – 9 to 13 December 
9th Immaculate Conception of Mary 

12th Our Lady of Guadalupe 

13th St Lucy 

Two Advent prayers for your home 

Jesus, you entered our world on Christmas as the Prince of Peace. This Advent, as we 

strive to become the-best-version-of-ourselves, fill us with a deep and abiding peace. Help us share that 

peace with everyone we encounter, especially those who need it most. Amen.  

Heavenly Father, your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us, a great sign of your love. Gu ide us as we strive 

to walk in that love together as a family this Advent. As we prepare our hearts for Christmas, bring us closer 

to each other and to your son. Give us the grace and strength we need every day. Help us to always trust in 

you. Come, Lord Jesus, lead all people closer to you. Come and dispel the darkness of our world with the 

light of your love. Amen. 

 

 

End of Year Mass and Thank You Morning Tea 

Please come and join us at our end of year Mass this Wednesday morning at 9am in the school hall. After Mass we will 

be having morning tea as a way of saying thank you for all your help and support during the year.  

 

Keep the Christ in Christmas 
At this very busy time of year it is important that we do not forget that Christmas is about the birth of 

Christ. Remember to keep the Christ in Christmas.  

 

 

 

School News 

 

End of Year Celebrations – 12 Dec 6pm 
Children have been very busy practising for our end of year celebration to be held at 6pm, this Thursday 12 December.  

All children will need to be in their classrooms by 5.40pm please, a separate letter was sent home last Friday with all 

the details. 

The evening will include the nativity play and our Year 8 leavers Angela, Otis, Jayden, Monique and Marianna will be 

presented with a cross and chain as a memento of their time at St Bernard's. We are very proud of all these young 

people and look forward to following their future successes. 

All children are involved in the presentation of the Christmas story. If for any reason your child will not be 

attending it is important that you let their teacher know immediately as this will have an impact on others.  

 

School Uniform 
A reminder about the changes introduced to our school uniform this year. This transition will take part in stages, with a 

letter detailing the changes that will become effective from the start of next year included with your child’s end of year 

school report.  

Before the nativity play on Thursday night we will have a variety of second hand uniform items available for sale, 

so bring along your cash and grab a bargain! 

 

 

 



 

 

Last Day – Come Dressed in Red and Green  

Children are reminded of the school tradition of coming dressed in the Christmas colours of green and red for 

the last day. Find those Christmas hats, reindeer antlers etc. and get them ready for the day.  

Remember school finishes at 12.30pm.   

 

Pack the Bus 

Last Friday morning we had our annual visit from The Breeze radio station with the City Missions Pack the Bus. 

Thank you for all your donations, they will help make life easier and happier for many this Christmas. What a treat it 

was having a visit from Anna, Elsa and Olaf! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wreath Blessing 

Last Friday our annual wreath blessing was as special as always. A chance to see wreaths both old and new as we start 

the Advent season, preparing ourselves for the coming of Christ on Christmas Day. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday Hot Lunch 

This week the lovely Andrea will be serving Domino’s Pizza. The pizzas will be ordered ahead, so please make sure 

you have placed your order by Wednesday lunchtime to avoid disappointment. 

There will be a choice of cheese, ham and pepperoni, the pizzas will be sold in quarter piece slices (pizzas will be cut 

into 4 quarters) for $2ea. Please let Katrina know your choice of topping and how many slices you’d like when placing 

your order. For those that have prepaid for the term, please see Katrina to let her know your choice of topping (you 

will receive a one quarter slice). 

 

School Reports 

Your children’s school reports will be sent home with them next Wednesday.  Please email the office if your child did 

not receive one. Email: office@stbernards.school.nz 

 

Stationery lists for 2019 
These are included with your children’s reports. Copies are also available on the school website and on 

www.myschool.co.nz. (Stationery can be ordered online at this site.) 

We ask that all children return to school with their full stationery order.  



The tissues you are asked to supply are made available in classrooms. This helps to reduce the risk of infections from 

children not using handkerchiefs. Please supply a large box of tissues.   

 

Thanks So Much  
We would like to express our sincere thanks to Julianna for all her help this year cooking and serving 

the Thursday Lunches.  Without her help some of these lunches would not have been possible. 

 
And we also can’t thank all our wonderful parents who have kindly helped with transport and 

supervision on various trips and visits during the year enough. Without you, a lot of these trips would 

not have been possible. We really appreciate the time and help you have given us. Thank you! 

 

 

 

Term Dates 2020 

Term 1 – Tuesday 4 Feb   – Thursday 9 April 

Term 2 – Tuesday 28 April   – Thursday 2 July (Friday 3 July Teacher Only Day) 

Term 3 – Monday 20 July  – Friday 25 September 

Term 4 – Monday 12 Oct  – Wednesday 16 December  

 

 

 

An Interesting Read for Coping with Puberty  
This article was written for parents of tween boys but is equally as interesting for those of us with girls. 

Please click on the link below. 

A mom describes her tween son's brain. It's a must-read for all parents. 

 

https://www.upworthy.com/this-mother-s-description-of-her-tween-son-s-brain-is-a-must-read-for-all-parents?fbclid=IwAR2-vDi9jQY8ENtGqQ0bktSlAOHoXZWFKaTb_UQGRQa6SPUC1Q-8qTmXeLg

