
  

 
St Bernard’s School Newsletter 

23 March 2020 Term 1, Week  8 

Important Dates 

March 

24 - Floorball Rm 4 

25 - Floorball Rms 1 & 2 

31 - Floorball Rm 4 

April 

01 - Floorball  Rms 1 & 2 

09 - Last day of Term 1, 3pm 

 

 

 

2020 Term Dates 
 

Term 1: Tues 4 Feb – Thurs 9 April 

Term 2: Tues 28 Apr – Thurs 2 July 

Term 3: Mon 20 Jul – Fri 25 Sept 

Term 4: Mon 12 Oct – Wed 16 Dec 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

Office@stbernards.school.nz 

www.stbernards.school.nz 

Ph: 04 3899 377 

 

Principals Message 

 

During these uncertain times, I invite us all to be mindful of the fact that children look to 

adults for guidance on how to react to stressful events. If adults seem overly worried, 

children’s anxiety may rise. Parents should reassure children that health and education 

leaders are working hard to ensure that people throughout the country stay healthy. 

However, our children also need factual, age appropriate information about the potential 

seriousness of the situation alongside concrete instruction about how to avoid infections 

and the spread of these. Teaching children positive preventive measures, talking with them 

about their fears and giving them a sense of some control over the risk of infection can help 

reduce anxiety. 

 
Key Guidelines for parents: 

 Remain calm and reassuring. 

 Make yourself available - your child may need extra attention at this time. 

 Monitor television viewing and social media. 

 Be honest and accurate. 

 Know the symptoms of COVID-19. 

 Review and model basic hygiene and healthy lifestyle practices for protection. 

 Discuss new rules and practices in place at St Bernard’s. 

 Communicate with school and keep up-to-date with any school communications. 

 
We are taking our lead from the advice we get daily from the Ministry of Educations. The 

children are maintaining their good handwashing regime and we are trying to keep as much 

social distance between them in classes as is practical. 

 

Lunchboxes 
It is really interesting to see the wide ranging items that appear in children’s lunchboxes. I 

often wish I could swap with mine, particularly when they contain leftovers. Whereas we 

don’t wish to restrict too much what is and isn’t acceptable in lunchboxes we do insist that 

they do not contain chocolate bars and lollies. Saying that, a birthday treat or, for example, 

a piece of chocolate when magnesium levels are low is acceptable. Staff are happy to 

occasionally warm up an item of leftovers but we ask that this is not a daily occurrence.  
 

School App 
We have created a school app provided by Skool Loop. The app will allow you access to 

the St Bernard’s Parent Calendar, contains weekly newsletters, will allow teachers to send 

notices and has an option for you to send absence notifications to the office. It also has an 

option for us to send a mass notification in the event of an emergency. Download the free 

app (Skool Loop) through the Playstore/ Appstore  and choose our school.  

 

If you have yet to download the school app onto your phone please do so. For those parents 

who do not have a smart phone we will ensure messages and notifications get to you in other 

ways.  
 

 

 

mailto:Office@stbernards.school.nz
http://www.stbernards.school.nz/


School Library 
The room may be small but our library is bursting with books. We have greatly increased the number over the past few 

years through a bi-annual grant we receive, Mrs Small spotting bargains or by using points collected through your 

Scholastics purchases.  
The fiction books in the library are organised into five main categories/levels.  

 Picture books have an orange sticker with the initial of the author’s surname on it. 

 Early chapter books have a turquoise sticker. 

 Books suitable for the reading ability and interest of older Room 1 and Room 2 students have a white sticker. 

 Books suitable for the reading ability and interest of Room 4 students have a yellow sticker. 

 Books with a maturity level suitable for Year 8 students have a yellow sticker with a little green sticker. 

 

The library is open each lunchtime and run by our two head librarians and two librarians. They check books in and out, 

tidy the shelves and give suggestions to others about books that might interest them. Occasionally children are given 

permission by Mrs Small, after discussion with parents, to read books at a higher class level but this is considered on a 

case by case basis.  

If you are interested in donating books to the library that are in great condition or in buying a new book for the library 

that would be wonderful.  

Lisa 

 

 

Faith  

 

Wednesday Mass Cancelled 
Due to the Covid-19 threat all Wednesday morning Masses have been cancelled until further notice. 

 

School and Parish Masses - 29 March - Cancelled 

Due to the Covid-19 threat the school and parish Mass scheduled for the 29 March has been cancelled. 

 

Please place the other scheduled Masses for 14 June and 22 November into your diaries and come join us at St 

Bernard’s Church for Mass at 10.30am. The children will be saying readings, taking up the offertory and reading 

prayers of the faithful. It would be wonderful to help fill the church on the day and to support the school and 

community. 

 

School News 

    
Learning Conferences 
It has been decided with the latest updates from the Government re Covid -19 to postpone the upcoming learning 

conferences that were due to take place on Monday 30 & Tuesday 31 March. We appologise for any inconvenience 

this may cause.  

 

Ethiopian Lunch Fundraiser 
Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 restrictions we are also going to have to postpone the Ethiopian lunch that was 

scheduled for the 01 April. A huge thank you to Rosa who was generously preparing the meal and to all those who had 

pre ordered. We hope to be able to reschedule the lunch sometime next term 

 

School Accounts 
Accounts were emailed out to families last week.   

If there are any issues with the details on your account, you do not receive one, or you would prefer a hard copy please 

contact Katrina at the school office.  Accounts can be paid by cheque, cash or online into the school account: 12-3141-

00330613-00 please use your child/rens name as the reference. The school bank account details are also at the bottom 

of the invoice. (we encourage online banking if this is convenient).  Many families arrange an automatic payment to 

ease the financial pressure. Remember that donations can be claimed as a tax deduction.   

 

No Thursday Hot Lunch this Week 

 

 



 

 

Easter Raffle  
Thank you to those families who have already sent in Easter eggs for our raffle. The eggs will be 

used to make up gift baskets for the raffle. Eggs should be dropped into the school office. 

Children will be given house points for their donations.  

Raffle tickets were sent home last Monday.  Each family received 1 sheet, and more are 

available from the school office.  Tickets are $2 each. The more eggs we have donated the greater 

the number of prizes we will be able to have. 

If you have any small baskets that would be suitable to put eggs in please leave these at the 

school office. 

 

 

Dress-up Day 
Thank you to Isobel and Lucy who organised our dress-up day last Friday. We raised $74 towards 

purchasing resources for our Easter art day in Week 10. 

 

 

 

Library Visits 

As all public libraries have now been instructed to close, the upcoming visits to the Brooklyn library have been 

cancelled. 

 

                  


