
  

 
St Bernard’s School Newsletter 

09 November 2020 Term 4, Week 5 

Upcoming Events 

 

November 

09 - Swimming 

11 - Nutrition Workshop Rm 4 

12 - Fireman Visit Rm 1 

12 - Supermarket visit Rm 4 

13 - Capital E Yrs 5-8 

16 - Swimming 

26 - Teacher Only Day 

30 - Swimming 

 

December 

04 - Pack the Bus 

07 - Swimming 

09 - Leavers Mass 9am 

10 - Nativity Play 6pm 

16 - Term 4 Ends, 12.30pm 

 

 

 

 

2021 Term Dates 

Term 1 Thurs 4 Feb - Fri 16 Apr 

Term 2 Mon 3 May - Friday 9 July 

Term 3 Mon 26 Jul - Fri 01 Oct 

Term 4 Mon 18 Oct - Thurs 16 Dec 

 

 

Contact Us 

Office@stbernards.school.nz 

www.stbernards.school.nz 

Ph: 04 3899 377 

 

Principals Message 

 

Staffing News 

It is with sadness that I have to inform you that Mr Forster and Ms Stratford will be leaving 

us at the end of the school year. Both of them have come to the end of their current 

contracts. 

 

Mr Forster has decided that the journey from Levin each day has finally become too much. 

We thank Paul for the wonderful experiences he has provided for our children, particularly 

with our kapa haka, singing and his love for the children at St Bernard’s. We wish Paul all 

the best and are sure he will enjoy having more time to spend on his land and with his 

animals. 

 

We were so lucky at the end of last year to find Ms Stratford to be our Room 1 teacher. She 

started with us for a term but we quickly realised we would be silly not to keep her for the 

whole year. We thank Lisa for the amazing art she has created with Room 1, the excellent 

classroom programme she delivers and for leading our Green Team. We wish her all the 

best as she finds another community to share her talents with.  

 

We are thrilled to be welcoming Sheldon Wilson and Treena Tiller to St Bernard’s in 2021.  

Sheldon will teach four days a week in Room 1. She is moving to Wellington with her 

firefighter husband and their two young children. Sheldon is always smiling and has a 

passion for the arts and growing the well-being of her students. I will teach Room 1 on 

Fridays.  

 

Treena will teach Room 2 and be our Director of Religious Studies (DRS). She is excited 

about further developing the Special Character of our school and is passionate about 

growing confident learners and celebrating their unique talents.  

 

Lisa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith 

 

Wednesday Mass 

Please come and join Room 2 along with members of our parish to celebrate Mass in room 

3 at 9am this Wednesday 11 November. 
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School News 

 

Ballet Trip 

Last Thursday, 15 of our Year 5-8 students attended a matinee performance of 

the Sleeping Beauty ballet at the Opera House. 

Thank you to Catherine, Felicity and Andrea for supporting Mr Small on the trip.  

 

 

Central Zone Athletics – Canceled 

The Central Zone Athletics which were due to take place tomorrow have been 

canceled due to forecasted bad weather.  

 

Library 

This year we have increased our library stock by over 100 books. Here are some 

of the latest new titles. 

Thursday Hot Lunches 

This week will be serving crumbed chicken tenders in a slice of bread. $2 per serving, please let Katrina know if you 

would like to order more.  Orders are to be in at the office by Wednesday morning.  

 

Worm Farm 

Our worms are hungry. They love to eat broccoli leaves and other greens, egg shells and avocado. Please save your 

waste and drop it in to school. There will be a bin behind Room 1 to put it into.  

 

Brooklyn Library Visits 
This term we will resume our twice termly visits to Brooklyn Library. If your child wishes to borrow a book during the 

visit they need to bring their personal library card with them. We will return books on the next visit if they are brought 

back in time. Books not brought on the day of the visit will need to be returned by yourselves. If you would like to 

leave your child's card in the classroom between visits then teachers will find a safe place to keep them.  

Room 1         17 November    Room 2:     24 November  Room 4:    01 December 

                                                                           

Change of Date 

The teacher only day booked for 25th June 2021 has been moved to 9th July 2021.  

 

Healthy Active Learning – Have your say on improving healthy eating and drinking, and quality physical activity for 

our tamariki! 

Kia ora Whānau 

Our school is involved in a government wellbeing initiative called Healthy Active Learning which is aimed improving 

wellbeing of our Tamariki and young people through healthy eating, drinking and quality physical activity.  

Massey University is undertaking the evaluation of Healthy Active Learning on behalf or Sport NZ, Ministry of Health 

and Ministry of Education.  As part of the evaluation Massey would really like to find out from parents and whānau 

how their children participate in physical activity and healthy eating and drinking at our school.  

Click here to complete the whānau survey. It takes 5-10 minutes and if you complete the survey you will go in the 

draw to win a $100 supermarket voucher. 

Click here to view Facebook page for more details. 

Can you make every effort to complete the survey as it is very important to have your thoughts on this important 

wellbeing initiative that our school/kura is involved in.    Kia pai to rā.  

https://sportnz.org.nz/get-active/ways-to-get-active/physical-education/healthy-active-learning/
http://www.massey.ac.nz/halinnz
https://massey.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_e5SnfFUZmmyyFJb
https://www.facebook.com/HealthyActiveLearninginitiative


Class Programmes 

Room 1 

Room one has started learning basic coding skills. Their task was to create a step by step pathway for a robot mouse to 

get the cheese. This proved to be a lot of fun, and by trial and error the students were successful through 

perseverance. They were able to use symbols to help them track their pathways for the mouse to follow and make 

changes to improve.  Programming the sequence of steps means the students have to be able to think analytically and 

critically to problem solve. Otherwise the mouse would go hungry and we wouldn't want that! 

 

Ninja Group 

Here are some photos from a café trip our language group too last week with Mrs Harper. The children had a lovely 

time. They did all the speaking with the server to order and pay the bill.  

They discussed lots of café language like the counter, menu and making an order.  

 

 

 

Writing Club 

Three days a week Mrs Harper leads a writing club. They have been working on the process of writing- drafting, 

editing, publishing. On Thursday they shared their writing with the rest of Room 2 and Year 2 students. 

Erin has been learning to add speech to her writing. Natalie added some fabulous vocabulary. 

Vincent tell us he likes to write creatively. Sam wrote a non-fiction piece. Zia recounted a trip on a 

gondola in Queenstown. Riley wrote an adventure story about a dragon called Beast.  

 

 



Room 4 

Room 4 children are very busy at the moment researching different parts and systems of the human body and the 

important role these parts play in keeping us healthy.  

Below are two extracts. The first one is from Anna who has been researching the Immune system. 

 

The Immune System 
What is the immune system? Well it is the System that protects your body because the word immune means to protect. 

The immune system is made out of six types of cells. They all have different purposes. The immune system's main 

function is to protect the human body from diseases and viruses. If you did not have it you could catch a disease and die 

very quickly. 

 

The next extract is from Gabriel who has been researching the human ear. 

The ear canal is a tunnel that sound travels through to get to the eardrum. The ear canal makes and re-produces ear wax 

which fights off bacteria and keeps infections out of your ear.  Infections can hurt the skin inside your ear. Ear wax also 

keeps dirt out of your ear and keeps it clean. The ear canal is about 5.5cm long on average but everybody’s is slightly 

different.  

 

Girl Power 

Mrs Harper needed some help with the screws on a desk and these girls came to the rescue! 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Notices 

 

Suzanne Aubert Scout Group - Located at: St Anne’s Hall, 22 Emmett St Newtown 

Do you like having Fun! Would you like to give a wide range of outdoor activities a Go? Like Camping, MTB, 

Kayaking. So give Scouting a go!  Come and join us on Monday nights: 

 Keas (5 to 8 year olds) 6.30 – 7.30pm 

 Cubs (8 to 11 year olds) 6.30 – 8pm 

 Scouts (11 to 14 year olds) 6.30 – 8pm 

For more details either email SuzanneAubert@group.scouts.nz or contact Rob McCullough on 0221771007.  
Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/aubertscouts/ 
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